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June 18, 1996
MONTANA W ORLD TRADE CENTER GETS G IFT FROM U S W EST
M ISSOULA The Montana World Trade Center’s efforts to increase the state’s participation in the global
marketplace received a major boost recently, thanks to a $10,000 endowment from U S WEST.
The University of Montana-based center, which set up shop in Missoula’s Milwaukee
Station in April, will use the much-needed funds to help cover operating costs as it expands its
membership among Montana businesses, Montana WTC Executive Director Charles E. "Sam"
Courtney said. The endowment makes U S WEST the center’s first corporate patron.
Penny Copps, community affairs manager for U S WEST, said the company contributed to
the center because its "use of telecommunications to link Montana potential exporters with their
markets around the world" meets U S West goals.
"We have been looking for an organization that would lead the way in developing
international trade for Montana," and the World Trade Center fit the bill, Copps said. "U S
WEST believes its success depends on the success of the state."
Another attractive aspect of the center is the educational opportunity it offers, she said.
The Montana WTC, part of UM’s School of Business Administration, is staffed almost entirely by
student interns, providing invaluable hands-on experience for young Montanans learning about
international business.
Through the center, Montana businesses can access "a comprehensive database of all trade
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opportunities in the world," Courtney said. Student trade specialists comb the World Wide Web
and other resources looking for trade opportunities that match businesses’ needs. The center uses
the resources of the Montana University System and the international network of WTC offices to
help businesses devise export strategies for national and international markets.
Courtney said the center gives each member business "a staff that focuses on exports,
something they’d never be able to afford themselves."
Any business that wants to export a product or expand its current export operation is invited
to join the Montana WTC, he said.
Copps said she hopes the U S West endowment will encourage other Montana businesses
and corporations to support the center.
"This will only work if the people in this state support it," she said.
Montana’s WTC office is one of more than 300 WTC offices operating in 95 countries.
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